
Vision 2025 Engages 
Community Energy 

  

“Capture Teams” are the new buzzword around Johstown as 
more than 250 people signed up to get involved and make 
something happen. 

Using a framework 
produced by Carnegie 
Me l lon  Un ivers i ty ’ s 
Remaking Cities Institute, 
the community selected 
priorities, which fit into 
three categories. 

Strong Sense of Community has teams of people engaged in 
projects ranging from addressing local drug issues to creating a 
“Welcome to Johnstown” program for new transplants. 

Vibrant and Open Economy is looking at attracting specialty shops, 
filling vacant storefronts and art and educational opportunities. 

Life Sustaining Landscapes has teams focused on improved rail 
service, better trail connections, more community gardens and 
revitalized flood walls, among other topics. 

Sign up and help us build our community at http://
johnstown25.com/captureteams/. 

 Johnstown is Hockeyville! 

 More than $2.4 million in grants helping to 
revamp community. 

 Christmas Tree brings new spirit to 
downtown Johnstown. 

 Volunteer Spotlight Award winners. 

 Healthy lifestyles being pushed. 

The new, 36-foot-tall Christmas tree brought thousands of peo-
ple to Central Park with a new Holiday Spirit Downtown. The 
tree played music with an animated light display all season long. 

Discover Downtown Johnstown 
Partnership raised funds for the 
project and held the annual Christ-
mas parade and other activity that 
is rejuvenating our community’s 
hub. 

Other highlights Downtown includ-
ed carolers sharing music in Central 

Park, vintage Glosser Brothers window displays in the Amer-
iserv Bank lobby, and holiday murals by local high school stu-
dents in windows of the old Glosser Building, now home to 
Press Bistro.  The season culminated with the annual New 
Year's Eve Celebration with carriage rides, local musical enter-
tainment, children's activities and fireworks. 

A New Christmas Spirit 
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National Spotlight 

Johnstown Is 
Hockeyville 

Johnstown’s pride in its 
hockey heritage was proven as 
our community beat out more 
than a dozen other nominated 
cities to become the first ever 
“Hockeyville USA.” 

Lift Johnstown was among the 
many local organizations that 
promoted the voting through 
several rounds. 

Our community was in the 

national spotlight hosting an 
NHL pre-season game in 
which the Pittsburgh Penguins 
beat the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Winn ing  a l so  brought 
$150,000 from Kraft to  up-
grade the arena and grants for 
$600,000 were awarded to 
replace ice-making equipment 
in the floor. 

Relay for Life is among healthy lifestyle events 

Project Party seeks volunteers 

First Lego League competition 

 

  

 

Community Garden at Sandyvale 
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Spotlight 
Awards 

Windows Downtown 

  

 

 Efforts Promoted 
 by Lift in 2015 

Get Involved through ‘Project Party’  
Lift Johnstown’s 5th annual “Project Party” will be held April 
14 at the Frank J. Pasquerilla Conference Center Downtown. 
Last year, over 200 volunteers signed up with 70 local organi-
zations that had tables explaining what kind of help is needed. 

People of all ages and ability are encouraged to attend be-
tween noon and 6 p.m. Volunteers with various levels of skills 
and skill sets are needed.  Food and light refreshments will be 
available and workshops will be held for non-profits.   

Volunteer Spotlight Winners  
Four people received 
Lift’s Volunteer Spot-
light Award in 2015 
for exemplary efforts 
for great causes. 

Donna Gambol orga-
nized development of 
two city gateways, 
revitalized the flag 
plaza at the base of 
the Inclined Plane, 
and chaired First 
Book Johnstown, get-
ting books for low-
income children. 

Mary Jo Berardone 
supports Venue of Merging Arts, CASA, Beginnings, 
ACRP, Lift Johnstown and other initiatives. 

Randy Buchanan leads efforts of Mountain Laurel 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited to reduce abandoned-
mine drainage, reestablish fisheries, stabilize stream-
banks and implement youth educational programs. 

Theresa Marafino leads the Steeples Project effort to 
repurpose former churches and Mountain Playhouse. 

Lift Johnstown Coordinator Brad 
Clemenson congratulates Volun-
teer Spotlight Award winners Te-
resa Marafino and Renee George 
at a Johnstown Tomahawks game. 

 



This health and wellness group included 
physical activities, gardening education, 
nutrition education, meal planning and all 
group members had the opportunity to 
grow their own food and also learn how 
to cook what they planted in their gardens 
at Sandyvale. 

The goal was to create positive long term 
healthy lifestyle changes to decrease un-
healthy behaviors and educate children 
and their families on three separate com-

Grants are being sought to plan bicycle-pedestrian 
links through the heart of Johnstown with three goals: 

 Boost the economy by developing the September 
11 National Memorial Trail and Pennsylvania Main 
Line Canal Greenway through the downtown with 
links river gorges, scenic vistas, history and the 
honor of those who sacrificed so much on Sept. 
11, 2001. 

 Connect transportation resources – the bus ter-
minal, historic Amtrak passenger rail station, and 
historic Inclined Plane – and lparks, historic dis-
tricts, and cultural, heritage and other assets. 

 Promote healthy lifestyles by creating a livable, 
walkable community linked to these rich assets, 
creating a community where people desire to live. 

The grants will assess options for off-road trail links, 
dedicated bicycle lanes, streetscapes, and reduced 
conflicts with industrial and other traffic, including 
options for trails on top of earthen banks that replace 
concrete flood walls. 

The two nationally significant trails follow three corri-
dors along the major waterways to highlight our long-
ignored rivers.  

Corridor 1 connects the existing Cambria Iron Trail 
through Cambria City and the West End to the 
planned Conemaugh Gap Trail (part of the Main Line). 

Corridor 2 connects the Path of the Flood Trail into 
the Downtown and its key transportation assets — 
the central terminal for mass-transit buses, the 
Amtrak passenger rail station and the Inclined Plane 
(part of the 9/11 and the Main Line). 

Corridor 3 connects the downtown to Greenhouse 
Park using existing sections of the James Mayer Riv-
erswalk Trail (part of the 9/11 Trail). 

Grants Advance Johnstown-Area Projects in 2015 

Healthy Children and Families Promoted 
Lift Johnstown’s support for community 
wellness continued in 2015 as we promot-
ed several initiatives, including a new part-
nership program for children and families. 

The providers at Laurel Pediatric Associ-
ates teamed up with the Pennsylvania 
State Nutrition Education Extension Pro-
gram and Sandyvale Memorial Gardens 
and Conservancy to provide a unique ex-
perience for girls ages 11-15 during the 
2015 summer.  

 

Connecting National 
Trails, Healthy Living 

ponents:  nutrition, physical activity and 
positive behavior.   

By the end of the eight week session, par-
ticipants learned about meal planning for 
affordable and healthier lifestyles, physical 
activity to create more energy to enjoy life 
and reduce the chance for cardiovascular 
disease and diabetes, and self-sustaining 
gardening to promote small changes in 
living that achieve long term results in 
health and wellness. 

local defense manufacturers to repurpose and reinvent military 
materials and products for civilian uses. 

Johnstown’s first Creative Master, Alyssa Feather, was selected 
to participate in the Creator Square and Bottleworks Arts Cen-
ter’s Creative Masters Fellowship. 

The Conrad Building will house an education center operated 
by Cambria Rowe Business College and a restaurant. Construc-
tion is expected in 2016. Other grants for this project were 
approved in 2014, but an unforeseen issue required additional 
funding. 

Entrepreneurial Alchemy (EA) and the University of Pitts-
burgh at Johnstown created Pittchfest, where would-be 
entrepreneurs competed for cash prizes to help launch 
new businesses. The competition was held during Show-
case for Commerce, where EA partnered with Creator 
Square to put on the Maker Premier to promote the lo-
cal maker movement and entrepreneurship.  

Entrepreneurial Alchemy also helped launch Allegheny 
Underground, an app on which 1,000 events were posted 
to let people know what’s going on, and Allegheny Inno-
vation Capital, a regional private equity fund; continued 
monthly meet-ups for people wanting to start a business; 
held industry tours for potential interns from UPJ; and 
helped the Tribune-Democrat create “Success Con-
scious,” a series profiling successful local entrepreneurs. 

Two downtown projects moved forward in 2015, when 
the Department of Defense Office of Economic Adjust-
ment approved a $315,976 grant for the Conrad Building 
and Creator Square with a $35,200 matching grant from 
the Community Foundation for the Alleghenies. The 
DOD grant is for communities that lost defense  jobs. 

Creator Square will house several “makers” of artsy but 
practical products.  The project connects artisans with 

Passenger Rail Initiatives 
Efforts are being mounted to have more 
passenger rail service at the Johnstown 
train station.  Lift Johnstown is asking for 
support from community leaders and 
businesses.  Email supporting letters to 
liftjohnstown@johnstownchamber.com. 

At the same time, plans for improvements 
to the historic train station in downtown Johnstown are funded. 
A new roof should be installed in 2016 with a PennDOT grant to 
Johnstown Area Heritage Association last year and Amtrak has 
plans to make rest rooms ADA compliant. 

More than $2.4 million in grants were awarded to 
area projects in 2015, another highly successful 
year in advancing many signature projects. 

Efforts to help entrepreneurs develop new busi-
nesses were among the largest grants along with 
two large grants to develop the September 11th 
National Memorial Trail. 

The 9/11 Trail will honor those who sacrificed so 
much in 2001. It links the Flight 93 National Me-
morial in Somerset County with the World Trade 
Center and Pentagon. The trail will come through 
Johnstown. 

Several small grants were awarded to develop rec-
reational amenities such as boat ramps and a new 
mountain-bike trail around Quemahoning Lake. 

In addition, Johnstown received $150,000 to up-
grade the War Memorial Arena for winning Hock-
eyville USA and CSX donated land valued at 

$230,000 to the 9/11 Trail to connect 
the Great Allegheny Passage to the Flight 

93  National Memorial, bringing the 
total value more than $2.8 million. 

Entrepreneur, Maker and Downtown Projects Advance 

Johnstown trail station. 

 $    500,000  Entrepreneurial development efforts led by UPJ (DCED) 
 $    500,000  9/11 Na onal Memorial Trail (Na onal Park Service FLAP) 
 $    325,000  Conrad Building (PA DCED, ARC, et al) 
 $    315,976  Conrad Building and Creator Square (Department of Defense) 
 $    250,000  9/11 Na onal Memorial Trail (DCNR C2P2) 
 $    212,500  Green parking lot at Bo le Works (DCNR) 
 $    200,000  Entrepreneurial Alchemy (DCED) 
 $      50,000  Johnstown Flood Museum, et. al. (McKenna Founda on) 
 $      35,200  Creator Square (Community Founda on for the Alleghenies) 
 $      13,000  Quemahoning Lake Mountain Bike Trail (LHVB, Somerset Trust) 
 $        7,000  Cost overruns at Whitewater Park (Conemaugh Township) 
 $      10,500  Promote the Stonycreek Rendezvous and River (LHVB) 
 $        9,500  Boat ramps on Stonycreek and Conemaugh Rivers 
 $        5,000  Promote Alllegheny Adventure X‐Fest (REI) 
 $        4,000  Repairs to the whitewater release valve (Somerset County) 
 $ 2,437,676  TOTAL GRANTS 


